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is not election administration, but rather en-
forcing federal campaign laws. In a letter to
the House Administration Committee, the FEC
noted that they could “contract with outside
groups to fulfill aspects of the EAC’s respon-
sibilities.” Facilitating free and fair elections is
an inherently governmental function that
should not be outsourced.

The world’s leading democracy should not
affix a price on free and fair elections, but that
is exactly what Congress does in this legisla-
tion. In effect, H.R. 672 says that preventing
another crisis like the one we saw during the
2000 presidential election—where millions of
Americans did not have their ballots counted
due to failed voting machines—is too expen-
sive and is not a priority.

It is deeply ironic that just as Florida—the
state responsible for the bulk of voter com-
plications in 2000 that prompted Congress to
pass the Help America Vote Act—signs into
law onerous voter registration requirements,
Congress is dismantling a bipartisan solution
that helped ensure the effective administration
of elections.

This is a politicized bill that is well wide of
the mark of true government reform. Simply
repealing the EAC, like Republicans did with
the Presidential Election Fund earlier this year,
further undermines America’s democracy and
is a step in the wrong direction. | oppose this
legislation.

———————
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Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the parishioners of the Servant
Church of St. Alexander on the occasion of
the 50th Anniversary of service to the resi-
dents of Southeast Michigan.

Originally named the Church of St. Alex-
ander, the Parish was founded on June 21,
1961 at 27835 Shiawassee Road in Farm-
ington Hills, where it remains to this very day.
Founded with 600 participating families, the
Church has experienced both times of trial
and prosperity in its life, but has always re-
mained strong with dedicated parishioners
who have worked hard to strengthen their
community. St. Alexander has been led by
four different pastors during its 50 years in
Farmington Hills and under the leadership of
the Reverend Robert McGrath. St. Alexander
has continued to flourish and bring in
congregants from well beyond its own parish,
with almost half of its members coming from
outside the Parish.

The hallmark of St. Alexander is its service
programs—first fully realized under Reverend
James Wright, who served as pastor for 25
years and weaved service into the very fabric
of the Servant Church of St. Alexander. Under
his leadership St. Alexander launched its food
pantry which has operated for over 25 years
and fed nearly 2,600 hungry families in 2010
alone. In addition, the Church also collects
and distributes food baskets on Easter,
Thanksgiving and Christmas to assist families
in need during the holidays.
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While St. Alexander’s food pantry and holi-
day food drives deeply impact many in our
community, it is not the full extent of the chari-
table work in which the Church and its parish-
ioners are engaged. Every spring the parish
puts together teams that support Rebuilding
Oakland County, a program that assists low
income home owners with much needed ren-
ovations and improvements across Oakland
County. The parishioners of St. Alexander also
support annual blood drives and even take a
percentage of the Church’'s weekend collec-
tions and send them to the local chapter of the
St. Vincent de Paul Society, an organization
that provides service to individuals and fami-
lies in need.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in celebrating the 50th Anniversary of
the Servant Church of St. Alexander and the
remarkable impact its parishioners have had
on so many residents in our Southeast Michi-
gan community. The parishioners’ commitment
to serving our community is truly a most val-
ued virtue at a time when so many families in
Michigan are struggling. | congratulate the pa-
rishioners and leaders of St. Alexander on
achieving this great milestone and wish them
many more years of fellowship and productive
service to our community.

———
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Mrs. ELLMERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Broughton High School Band of
Raleigh, North Carolina and Band Director Mr.
Jeffrey “JR” Richardson.

The Needham B. Broughton High School in
Raleigh will be representing North Carolina
and the Mid-Atlantic States for the 2012 Tour-
nament of Roses Parade. In an almost un-
heard of occurrence, the Broughton Band has
been invited back after their successful 2008
Parade showing. Being invited back after only
4 years is a great accomplishment considering
that most bands, if ever asked back, are usu-
ally asked back many vyears later. The
Broughton Band was one of three bands that
made it through the entire 6 mile parade in
2008 without one student having to leave the
parade route early; the only other two bands
were the Marine Band and the Virginia Military
Institute Band. The students of the Broughton
High School Band have not only worked very
hard to be invited back to the Tournament of
Roses Parade, but they have also raised the
money to pay their own way to California.

| am very pleased to recognize the
Broughton High School Band of Raleigh, North
Carolina for this prestigious invite. | wish them
the best as they continue their preparation for
this exciting event. An event of this magnitude
is certainly something in which the school, the
students, and the state of North Carolina can
have great pride.

E1157
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Mrs. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
congratulate Skyler James Reese for achiev-
ing the rank of Eagle Scout.

As the son of a retired Air Force officer,
Skyler showed his determination to achieve
the rank of Eagle Scout by continuing his
scouting in five different states where he had
to prove himself each time. Throughout the
history of the Boy Scouts of America, the rank
of Eagle Scout has only been attained through
dedication to concepts such as honor, duty,
country and charity. By applying these con-
cepts to daily life, Skyler has proven his true
and complete understanding of their mean-
ings, and thereby deserves this honor.

| offer my congratulations on a job well done
and best wishes for the future.

—————
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Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great honor to rise today to recognize Senior
Officer Johnny Jones of the Grapevine Police
Department. Mr. Jones is a dedicated public
servant who is retiring after 31 years of re-
markable service to the Grapevine community.

Mr. Jones was born in Denton, Texas,
spending his childhood and youth growing up
in Grapevine. Soon after graduating from
Grapevine High School, Mr. Jones took a po-
sition on June 19, 1980 with the Grapevine
Police Department as a dispatcher. On June
16, 1981, upon completing the police acad-
emy, Mr. Jones was appointed to the Grape-
vine Police Department. Since then, Mr. Jones
has attained the highest level of law enforce-
ment certification as a Texas Peace Officer
and Master Peace Officer by the Texas Com-
mission on Law Enforcement Officer Stand-
ards and Education. A critical member of the
Grapevine Police Department, Mr. Jones has
served in various roles. These include the po-
sitions of dispatcher, patrol officer, motorcycle
officer, detective, and crime prevention officer.

In 1998, Mr. Jones left the police depart-
ment to join the City of Grapevine’s Informa-
tion Technology Department as a customer
service manager. One year later, Mr. Jones
returned to the police force with added skills
and expertise. Not long after returning to the
police force he became a Certified Forensic
Computer Examiner, one of only approxi-
mately 700 in the world. Mr. Jones has used
his expert knowledge and skills in forensic
computer examination to aid the Grapevine
Police Department in capturing numerous on-
line sexual predators and other felons.

Over the course of his 31-year career, Mr.
Jones has remained committed to the service
and protection of the City of Grapevine and its
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